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Upcoming Dates Term 1 Week 4 
 
A great start to the year 

It has been a wonderful start to the year, our students have settled back into 
the school routine and we have gotten stuck straight into work. Thank you to 
families for completing the twice weekly rapid antigen tests. I know they are 
not the most pleasant experience, but so important to ensure we are keeping 
our school community as safe as we can. From the Premier’s announcement 
today the testing will continue beyond the first four weeks of school. I have 
attached a detailed letter at the bottom of the newsletter detailing the 
extension of Covid-safe measures. We will distribute another box to each 
child next Thursday and each fortnight after that. 
 

Curriculum Day 

As indicated in our calendar distributed to all families at the end of last year, 
Monday March 7th will be a curriculum day. Bethany and I are attending very 
comprehensive professional development sessions on Sounds Write, which 
will be implemented school wide. This will see us do 8 hours of coursework 
each week for 5 weeks, and attend webinars at night. This is a fantastic 
phonics program that we are very excited to implement. I thank Bethany for 
the time she will put into learning this program. 
 
Mother’s Day fundraiser 

Please send order forms back for the Mother’s Day fundraiser by Thursday 
24th February. 
 
Thank you 

A shout out to Anne Prosser for the donation of child sized face masks. These 
certainly fit our student’s faces much better than the masks we have! Thank 
you also to Arlo and Finn for the donation to breakfast club. 
 
School Council 
As we had enough nominations to fill vacant positions on school council, no 
election will need to be held. We welcome Mel Swire back to school council for 
another 2 year term, and we welcome Mel Eason aboard. 

Friday 18th February 
Swimming 
 
Monday 21st February 
Ms Bell and Ms Devlin attending 
Sounds Write PD – Ms McQuinn in 
 
Wednesday 23rd February 
No preps 
 
Thursday 24th February 
Mother’s Day fundraiser due 
 
Friday 25th February 
Swimming 
 
Friday 4th March 
Swimming 
 
Monday 28th February 
Ms Bell and Ms Devlin attending 
Sounds Write PD – Ms McQuinn in 
 
Friday 4th March 
Swimming 
 
Monday 7th March 
Curriculum day 
 
Friday 11th March 
Swimming 
 
Monday 14th March 
Public holiday 
 
 

Kindness: Being friendly, generous and considerate… 

Wisdom: Having experience, knowledge and good judgment… 

Integrity: Being honest, respectful and having strong moral principles… 

Courage: The ability to face challenges; bravery… 

 

http://www.mtegertonps.vic.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Student awards 
Congratulations to Joel for demonstrating our school value of kindness for helping the prep students to use the 
bubble mixture and play time. You are always showing patience and kindness at playtime. 
 
Congratulations to Arlo for demonstrating our school value of wisdom for doing an AMAZING job sounding out words 
and writing three whole sentences!! What a superstar! 
 
Congratulations to Abby for demonstrating our school value of kindness for always being a wonderful friend, helping 
others in the yard and I the classroom.  
 
Congratulations to Zara for demonstrating our school value of integrity for always prioritizing her work during class 
and making sure she understands the task, Well done on making the most of your time. 
 
Student captains announced 
A huge congratulations to all students who presented a speech to be a school captain, sports captain or a member of 
JSC. We had a few nerves, but the content of the speeches was fantastic. Congratulations to Zara who is our school 
captain for 2022 and Josh our vice school captain. Congratulations to Abby who has been appointed our junior school 
captain for the year. Congratulations Ben and Sean on being our sport captains, and congratulations to Justin and Joel 
who elected to be on the JSC for 2022. 

Our school captains Sports captains 

Our Junior School Council 



Teaching and Learning Week 4-6 

Junior students P-2 
Reading with Ms Bell: We are looking at what makes a complete sentence (it must include a subject ‘who’ and verb 
‘what doing.’ The junior students are partaking in some shared reading each day where we look at words, sentences and 
punctuation. We are having a word of the week which the students work on reading and spelling. So far our words have 
been to and the. The preps have been enjoying fist bumping the special word each time they enter or exit the classroom. 
 
Writing with Ms Bell: In the junior years it is important they write about what they know. We start each Monday off with 
a recount of their weekend. Please chat to your child on Monday morning to discuss what you did on the weekend so 
they have some ideas fresh in their minds. We have started to look at narratives and what they contain – characters, 
setting, problem and solution. We unpack narratives during reading time to link with what we are learning in writing. A 
big focus is recording the sounds we can hear when slowly sounding out words. 
 
Number with Miss Devlin: We have been making patterns using blocks, shapes, beads and other small objects. We are 
finding where the pattern repeats and continuing the patterns made by our classmates. Exploring number patterns using 
a 100s chart is helping us with counting, and this will be our next focus over the coming weeks. 
 
Applied maths with Ms Bell: We have started looking at directional language including above, beside, left, right, 
clockwise, anticlockwise. Vocabulary building will continue over the next few weeks as we then move into transforming 
shape through flip, slide and turn. 
 

Senior students 3-6 
Reading with Miss Devlin: We have been working on types of punctuation, nouns and adjectives. These have been 
woven through our literacy time to support students in having the skills to write a narrative.   
 
Writing with Miss Devlin: Our focus has been description and we used poetry and images to develop students’ ability to 
write using their senses. We are continuing this with our narrative writing, focusing on how we describe a character and 
setting. We will be working on writing a story opening, introducing our characters and creating interesting problems and 
solutions to engage our readers. 
 
Number with Ms Bell: We have been working on number pattern using whole and/or decimal numbers. The students 
have also been learning to use function machines where a number is input (e.g.4), a rule does something to the number 
(multiply by 5), and it gives you a new number (20). Students need to focus on slowing down to make sure no small 
errors in the pattern are made, as this will break the pattern. 
 
Applied maths with Miss Devlin: We have been working on location and transformation. We created an obstacle course 
with north, south, east and west on the fence. Students practiced guiding another classmate through using the language 
of ¼ turn, 180 degree turn, move north etc. 
 

Other curriculum areas to note: 
Art with Miss Devlin: We have been learning about the language of colour, painting a hue and creating tints and shades 
of the hue. Students will be learning about endangered animals and creating an art piece inspired by their research. 
 
STEM with Ms Bell: Every fortnight students participate in STEM. They are broken into 3 groups and participate in a 
range of activities from building towers made of different materials, to exploring STEM kits we have and learning 
different methods of joining items together. It is a chance for students to engage with some critical and creative thinking. 
 
Respectful Relationships with Miss Devlin: We have been learning about our emotions, how we can sometimes have 
mixed emotions and what situations trigger those emotions. We always like to discuss and problem solve when talking 
about our experiences and emotions, and like to be active when learning. 
 
Auslan with Ms Bell: We have started with Paula via video to learn Auslan. Paula shows us how to sign (so we are 
learning the alphabet) and students have time to practice the skills. We are all looking forward to learning more words. 
 
In our next newsletter: ICT, Science and Civics & Citizenship 

 



 

OSHClub Update! 
Can you believe we're already in week 3?! It's going to be March before we know it! For 

those that don't know, my name is Mel and I'm the new coordinator for the Mount 

Egerton OSHClub, my official start date was Thursday 10 February, I would like to thank 

Zoe and Caitlyn who helped Gabby hold the fort before I came on board.  

We have 3 children that come along once a week and another 4 that come twice a 

week. We are starting to think of what clubs we should run at OSHClub - so far Art & 

Craft and Sporting activities have been the favourites.  

Due to different children coming in on different days we like to run some activities 

twice a week, as we don't want anyone missing out, for example next week we're 

going to try our hand at Yoga on both Tuesday 22/2 and Thursday 24/2. From next 

week we will be using the art room on Thursdays.  

We're still learning what each child likes to do, please let us know if you're child would 

like to do something special at OSHClub and we will look at seeing if we can incorporate 

it into our program.  

If you haven't already enrolled your child into OSHClub please go to our website to fill in 

an enrolment form (https://www.oshclub.com.au/ - to the right of the screen you will 

see a 'How to enrol' tab).  

Just a reminder to parents of enrolled children if you haven't returned all forms for your 

child please do so at your earliest convenience. Also parents/guardians need to come 

into our service when they are picking up children, for safety reasons we cannot allow 

children to meet their families outside of the school grounds. 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oshclub.com.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ctegan.bell%40education.vic.gov.au%7C865c0e13e40a4122d98d08d9f1cebb52%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637806692487654657%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=CrsZYp5kCSzrqK4%2BSbqzTERhkwkHKz9g3TF8%2B08sJPM%3D&reserved=0


Dear parents and carers, 

I am writing to let you know that the Victorian Government has extended the COVIDSafe measures initially 

announced for the first four weeks of Term 1 2022. 

The use of rapid antigen tests (RAT) as a screening tool, getting vaccinated, providing adequate ventilation and 

adhering to vital COVIDSafe steps such as hand hygiene, mask wearing and physical distancing have played an 

important part in reducing the impact of COVID-19 on our school community. 

These measures will continue to be in place for the remainder of Term 1. 

On behalf of the school, I would like to thank you for your continued support in implementing these important 

COVIDSafe measures. 

Free rapid antigen tests 

As part of the extension, it is anticipated an additional 24 million RATs will be provided to schools and early 

childhood settings to continue to support early detection and prevent infection, for use at home. This is in 

addition to the 15.6 million RATs rolled out during the first four weeks of Term 1, and means more than 39 

million RATs will be delivered in total across schools and early childhood settings throughout Term 1. 

Department of Health modelling indicates that in the first two weeks of school returning, the program has 

already prevented more than 21,000 cases in schools alone. 

Their modelling indicates, assuming a 75 per cent compliance rate with screening of students, that by continuing 

RAT screening in schools for the full 10 weeks of Term 1, we will prevent: 

- 61,000 COVID-19 infections in children aged 5 to 17 
- more than 150,000 COVID-19 infections in the overall community (on average 15,000 per week 

over 10 weeks, or more than 2,100 per day) 
- around 400 hospital admissions. 

We will continue to monitor the RAT screening in schools program. 

This voluntary screening program is one component of our school’s COVIDSafe settings to minimise the spread 

of COVID-19 in schools. 

The need for the program will continue to be monitored, and it may end earlier based on health advice. 

The department will continue to supply the tests to our school. The school will distribute the tests on a Thursday 

every second week to each child. 

Twice-a-week testing is strongly recommended for both students and staff.  

Students will do the tests at home; they only need to report their result if it is COVID-positive. They must report 

a COVID-positive result to: 

• the school via the Student COVID-19 Test Portal or phone; this is so we can support you and 
your child, record that they will be absent while in 7-day isolation, and let the rest of the school 
community know there has been a positive case onsite and that they should monitor for 
symptoms 

•  the Department of Health via the COVID-19 Positive Rapid Antigen Test Self-Reporting Form or 
call centre on 1800 675 398.  

 

Information about how to do a test and how to read RAT results, including a how-to video translated into 33 

languages, is available.  

Vaccination requirements 

Vaccination remains the best way to protect students and staff in school settings.  

https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au/s/login/?ec=302&startURL=%2Fs%2F
https://dhvicgovau.powerappsportals.com/rapid-antigen-test/
tel:1800675398
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-testing-schools


Vaccinations for children aged 5 to 11 are open, and third dose vaccinations for 16 to 17 year olds are now 

available. 

 

There are lots of convenient options to access vaccinations. These include state-wide vaccination hubs, your 

local GP or pharmacy. 

You can book your appointment in a few different ways, including:  

• online: coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine 

• by phone: 1800 675 398 (Coronavirus Hotline) 

• In person: talk to your local pharmacy, doctor, or attend a state-wide vaccination hub.  

• using the COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder - COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder | Australian Government 
Department of Health 

In addition, schools provide a trusted place among the community to access vaccination, particularly for families 
who may experience language or social barriers.  

Following successful implementation of school pop-up clinics at the commencement of Term 1, more than 230 
schools across Victoria are currently hosting mini-vaccination clinics led by GPs and pharmacists. Many of these 
clinics will also make vaccinations available the broader school community, inclusive of families of students and 
school staff. 

Ventilation 

Improving ventilation is one of the most effective measures to keep education settings safe. 51,000 air purifiers 
were delivered to schools by Term 1, 2022 to support COVIDSafe settings in schools. 

Up to an additional 60,000 air purifiers will be rolled out to schools ahead of winter to supplement natural and 
mechanical ventilation during the cooler months based on current enrolments. 

The winter allocation will provide enough purifiers to cover all classrooms in government schools and low-fee 
non-government schools. This includes general purpose classrooms and other specialist classrooms such as art 
and science rooms. 

Vital COVIDSafe steps 

Hand hygiene, mask wearing, and social distancing will continue wherever possible in Term 1. 

Mask rules will remain the same, with students in Grade 3 and above required to wear masks – although they 
will not be required outdoors. 
 
Together, these measures will give us the best chance to keep children healthy and reduce the risk of them 
catching and spreading COVID-19.  
 
Thank you for your continued support. 

Kind regards, 

Tegan Bell 

Principal 
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