
 

     

 

  

Mt Egerton Primary School 
Living and Learning Together Since 1856 

N e w s l e t t e r  
 Phone: 03 5368 9357 

 

Email: mount.egerton.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Web: www.mtegertonps.vic.edu.au 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/mountegertonps 

Principal: Janet Tuaine 

Upcoming Dates 
Principal’s Message:  

It’s hard to believe we are already in week 4 of term 1. The term is well 
underway, and it has been wonderful to see our students settling into routines, 
building friendships and engaging so positively in their learning. Our foundation 
students are becoming increasingly confident each day, and it has been lovely 
to see our older students demonstrating leadership, kindness and responsibility 
as they support one another.  In a small school setting like ours, these 
connections are so valuable and truly reflect the strength of our community. 
Relocation has been an unfortunate part of our term, nonetheless, our standard 
of learning has been maintained, and we are taking away as many positives of 
relocation as we can. If any families have any feedback on the communication 
of these relocation days, my door is always open or feel free to email or call.  A 
reminder to families to please check Compass regularly for updates and 
upcoming events. Open communication between home and school is so 
important, and we value the partnership we share with our families.  

A reminders Friday 27th February, we will be holding our Family Fun and Open 

Night. We welcome all our families to the school on this night for a meet and 

greet and/or catch up. We also invite any new or prospective families to visit. 

We will be offering a free sausage sizzle, or families can bring along their own 

picnic dinner. Cold drinks will be available for purchase on the night at the 

student’s drink stall. Our Junior School Council will also be running mystery bag 

fundraiser, so bring along some change. Parklands Mobile Animal Farm will be 

set up on the night along with other fun activities.  

School Council was postponed to Tuesday 24th February due to school 

relocation. Nomination forms have been sent home, thank you to those who 

have nominated. We have three positions available. If we receive more than 

three nominations, an election will be held, and ballot forms will be sent out. 

Nominations are due in by Monday 23rd February.  

Our three beautiful chickens; Lady Gravy, Zoe Junior & Daisy Nugget (student 

nominated names) have begun producing eggs. We will be using these eggs in 

our food studies/cooking class, however extra eggs we will be selling. ½ dozen 

$3 and a dozen for $6. See staff.  

 

 
Junior School Council Freezy Friday! 

Every Friday of Term 1 

Zooper Doopers - $1 each 

& now introducing  

Magnum Ice creams - $3 each 

 

Monday 23rd February 

Mount Egerton Primary School Shop 

Open – see information below 

 

Tuesday 24th February 

School Council – 3:30pm 

MARC Van  

 

Friday 27th February  

Parent Teacher Interviews - am 
Family Fun Night & Open Evening 

 
Tuesday 10th March 

MARC Van  

 
11th, 12th & 13th March 

NAPLAN 
 
Friday 20th March 

Cross Country 
 
Tuesday 24th March 

MARC Van  

 
Thursday 1st April 

Last Day of Term 1 – 2:15pm Finish 

 

Resilience: Picking yourself back up and giving new experiences a go… 

Perseverance: Challenging yourself to do your best… 

Kindness: Being friendly, generous and considerate of others… 

Community: Representing Mount Egerton with pride… 

 

http://www.mtegertonps.vic.edu.au/


 
 

                                        

 

 
Student Awards 
❖ Congratulations to Maisie for demonstrating our school value of Community. Maisie went above and beyond 

to research a science experiment recipe at home to do with her class at school. 
❖ Congratulations to Brooklyn for demonstrating our school value of Perseverance. Brooklyn focused and stayed 

on task with her drawing. 
 

Reading Awards 
❖ Congratulations to Abby & Ben for reading 25 nights! Great start to the year Abby & Ben!  

 
Principal Awards 

❖ Congratulations to Ben for receiving Principal Awards. Ben demonstrated resilience and bounced back well 
after a setback.  

 
 
 

                                                                       
            

             

                            Sports Captain 
 

   



 
 Mount Egerton Primary School Student Shop 

Students in both the Junior and Senior classroom have been earning 

Dojo points; student can then exchange their Dojo points for money to 

spend at our school shop.  

Dojo points can be earned throughout each term, which are then 

converted into “school shop money” to spend at our shop. Points are awarded for a range of positive 

contributions including receiving a Principal or Aussie of the Month Awards, demonstrating our school 

values, regular reading, positive behaviour, leadership, initiative, recycling, producing quality work, 

collaboration and problem solving. The program recognises and celebrates the many ways our students 

contribute to our learning community.  

Our shop will offer various food items supplied from Food Bank Victoria. Not only do we want to 

recognise and celebrate our students, but we also want to teach our students financial literacy as well 

as offer a program that supports our families in helping to alleviate financial pressure that some families 

might be feeling with cost-of-living increases. We also want to promote healthy eating & nutritious food 

and continue to build a sense of community in our school. Our shop will also offer stationary items and 

every now and then special “treat items”.   

Our shop will be open twice a term to students. Regular items for purchase will include: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We engage families to discuss this program with their child/ren at home.  

 



中国  Zhōngguó - Chinese 

 

你 好 Nǐ hǎo – Hello 
Students are now into the fourth week of their Chinese language program, 
and I could not be prouder of the engagement and effort I am seeing from 
all students with the Chinese Language and Culture learning.  
 
So far students have been identifying that Chinese looks and sounds 
different to other languages, developing oral language skills through 
exploring and listening to the sounds, tones, and intonation (tone/pitch) 
patterns of the language and recognising and responding to greetings, 
introductions, and language relating to their personal world using one or 
two-word responses and or single-idea phrases. Student have also been 
introduced to Pinyin (Chinese phonic system) and Character writing.  

 

    

 



School E-waste Collection 

The school is organising a free e-waste collection. If families have any e-waste, they would like to get rid of, feel 

free to drop up to the school by next Friday 27th and we will have it collected with our e-waste. What can be 

collected: 

• Laptops 

• Desktop computers 

• Mobile phones 

• iPads and tablets 

• Monitors 

• Cables of all types 

• Printers 

• Projectors 

• Networking equipment 

• Anything IT related 

 



Mount Egerton Early Explorers Program 

If you have a child or if you know of anyone who has a child starting school next year, we encourage 

you to check out and share this exciting new program. Now taking enrolments & starts next week 

Thursday 26th February. 



 
 



School preparations for the bushfire season  

Each year, we undertake a range of activities to ensure the safety of our school and 

to prepare for bushfires and grassfires.  

An important part of this process is communicating to parents what will happen 

when certain fire danger ratings are issued to help ensure the safety of students and staff.  

Our school has recently been identified as being in one of the highest fire risk categories – and has now been 

identified as a Category 2. On elevated fire danger days, schools in the highest levels of risk take pre-emptive 

actions to minimise the risk of being caught in a fire in these conditions.  

Our school will action its pre-emptive plan for relocation on a day forecasted as Extreme fire danger rating in 

our local government area (LGA), Moorabool Shire Council.  

Our school will also close on a day forecasted as Catastrophic fire danger rating in Southwest fire district. 

Mount Egerton Primary School will relocate to Gordon Primary School on these days, where we have our own 

learning space.  

We will let you know when we are enacting our pre-emptive action plan by Compass. Please be aware that no 

one will be on site on days where the school has enacted this plan. 

 As part of preparing our school for the fire season, we have updated and completed our Emergency 

Management Plan and reprioritised any maintenance works that may assist in preparing for the threat of fire 

and continually clearing our facility’s grounds and gutters. 

What can families and the school community do to help us prepare? 

• Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.   

• Keep in touch with us by checking Compass, reading our Newsletter and by talking to your child’s 
teacher or any other member of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan if you have 
any concerns. 

• Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements 
if our school is relocated due to elevated fire danger or closed due to a Catastrophic fire danger rating. 
Further information can be found on the CFA’s website. 

• Action your family’s bushfire survival plan if your own triggers are met. Our school community may be 
spread out across many areas, and some families may be at higher risk than others. Your family’s safety 
is critical, so please let us know if you are enacting your bushfire survival plan and if your children will be 
absent on these days. 

• If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.  

You can find more information on emergencies, and preparedness actions here: 

• VicEmergency app – that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices. 
• VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226) 
• Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au 
• Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency) 
• Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency) 

• ABC local radio, Sky News, and other emergency broadcasters 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What is the department’s policy? 

The Department of Education annually assesses the fire risk of all schools and early childhood services with the 

support of the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO). They are allocated a 

category of risk (categories 0 to 6). Schools and services that are categories 0-3 are published on the Bushfire At-

Risk Register (BARR). Schools at some risk of bushfire and grassfire are published on the Category 4 List.  

https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/before-and-during-a-fire/your-bushfire-plan
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/schools/primary-schools/activities
https://emergency.vic.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.vic.gov.au/bushfire-risk-register-barr?Redirect=1
https://www.vic.gov.au/bushfire-risk-register-barr?Redirect=1
https://www.vic.gov.au/category-4-list?Redirect=1


The department’s Bushfire and Grassfire Preparedness Policy requires schools at high risk of bushfire to enact 

pre-emptive action plans based on LGA-level fire danger forecasts. Conditions can vary significantly across the 

wider weather district, so using local forecasts helps us to respond appropriately to risks in our local area and 

maintain stability and educational continuity for our students and school community. This policy is consistent for 

all schools at high levels of risk, and this approach is supported by emergency services.   

The policy also requires that all schools and early childhood services on the BARR and the Category 4 list close 

when a Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast in their fire weather district. All school bus routes which 

travel in or through a district with Catastrophic fire danger must also be cancelled.  

Why do we use the LGA forecast? 

When the Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) provides public fire danger rating forecasts, they use fire weather 

district areas. In Victoria, there are 9 fire weather districts, which include numerous Local Government Areas. 

As conditions can vary significantly across a wider weather district, the department uses BoM LGA forecasts for 

some pre-emptive actions to respond appropriately to risks in the local area and maintain safe educational 

continuity for students and the school community. LGA forecasts are a subset of the weather district ratings and 

while not issued publicly, are provided to emergency services and government departments to support planning 

and operational activities.  

This policy is consistent for all schools at high levels of risk, and this approach is supported by emergency 

services, including the Country Fire Authority (CFA).  

What do we do when our LGA has a different fire danger rating to the wider fire weather district? 

As we respond to local conditions, there may be days during the fire season when our fire weather district, is 

forecast as an Extreme fire danger rating, but our LGA is at a lower level of fire danger. On these days our school 

operations will continue as normal; however, we will be acting in line with fire services’ advice by: 

• checking our Emergency Management Plan and taking any necessary preparedness actions   

• actively monitoring our local conditions and warnings 

• having plans and procedures in place for if a fire starts to support us to take immediate action.  

While our school will continue to operate, we encourage our school community to consider their own bushfire 

survival plan and reassess any travel through bushfire risk areas. We encourage you to follow your family 

bushfire survival plan and the advice of emergency services.  

There may also be days where our LGA is forecast as Extreme fire danger, but Southwest district is not. On these 

days we will enact our pre-emptive action plan. 

When will our school be closed due to Catastrophic fire danger? 

Our school will also close on a day forecasted as Catastrophic fire danger rating in Southwest fire district.  

Closure of the school due to a Catastrophic fire danger rating will be enacted when the BOM forecast and 

related public safety messaging is confirmed. Due to uncertainties in the forecast, the timing of this 

confirmation may vary. Information regarding potential or confirmed Catastrophic fire danger days will be 

communicated to you by Compass. 

It is also important to be aware that: 

• No one will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Catastrophic day. 

• Out-of-school-hours care will also be cancelled on these days. 

• All bus routes that travel through the Catastrophic area will be cancelled. 

• School camps will be cancelled if a Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast for fire weather district 
in which the camp is located, or if the travel involves passing through areas that have Catastrophic fire 
danger. 

Families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan on Catastrophic fire danger rating days.  On such 

days, children should never be left at home alone or in the care of older children. 

For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when Catastrophic 

days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Catastrophic day. 

 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/bushfire-and-grassfire-preparedness/policy
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/before-and-during-a-fire/your-bushfire-plan
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/before-and-during-a-fire/your-bushfire-plan


Community News 
Mount Egerton Primary School is offering playgroup! 

Tuesdays 10:00am - Storytime in the portable building 

Our Storytime playgroup is a free, lively, interactive 

session. We want children to discover the joy of reading 

with action songs, books and rhymes. 

 

Storytime enhances communication and social skills, 

fosters imagination, boosts listening skills and improves 

language and literacy skills. BYO snack and water. 

 

 

 
Raising Children Australia is your complete and trusted online parenting resource  

At raisingchildren.net.au, we provide free, reliable, up-to-date and independent information to help 

your family grow and thrive together. We’re funded by the Australian Government, reviewed by 

experts and non-commercial, so you know you can trust us.  

Designed for busy families and full of tips and tricks for you to try, our content is easy to find and 

easy to digest. We have the answers to hundreds of parenting questions, where and when you need 

them.  

Our articles, videos and interactive resources are tailored to different ages and stages, taking you 

from nurturing a newborn to raising a confident, resilient teen – and helping you to look after 

yourself as a parent too.  

raisingchildren.net.au is here for you, every step of your parenting journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


